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Accomplishments:
a. What were the major goals and objectives of the project?
Our central hypothesis is that the administration of high doses of alpha-tocopherol will prevent or restore levels of vitamin E in adipose tissue and reverse the oxidative state present in burn patients. We have proposed to complete 42 burned adult subjects at the end of three years at three sites across Texas.
b. What was accomplished under these goals?
1. PHHS-BU has obtained IRB and HRPO approval on 15-Apr-2013, and the site has enrolled 3 subjects. Dr. Linda Sousse (Co-Investigator and Study Coordinator) has visited the site to ensure that all sample collection is consistent at all sites. The site has been educated properly.
2. The BBU at UTMB has completed 12 subjects, while the BICU-MHH has completed 4 subjects total.
c. What opportunities for training and professional development did the project provide?
Dr. Sousse has learned oxidative stress marker analyses for the plasma and urine samples. Beginning 1-Oct-2014 as a junior faculty member, she now has her own lab at the Shriners Hospitals for Children where she will be analyzing samples for oxidative stress markers.
d. How were the results disseminated to communities of interest?
The results will be published in an abstract form at a major critical care meeting such as the American Burn Association or Shock, and its results will be published in a high impact journal such as the Society for Free Radical Biology in Medicine. Additionally, the Chiefs-of-Staff are intricately involved in this project and will inform additional sites of its findings.
e. What do you plan to do during the next reporting period to accomplish the goals and objectives?
The primary goals for the next period include enrolling the final subjects at each site, and more importantly, sample analyses. Additionally, the Site PIs and the site study coordinators will meet at least once every 4 months to discuss the status of the ongoing study and future directions.
